Torah Thoughts, Lech Lecha, Genesis.12.1-17.27

“One Step in Front of Another”

The Erie Canal was not built in a day or two or three.
The idea for it was generated in the 1780s. Construc-
tion officially started in 1817 and went until 1825, but
the canal continued to be developed until 1918. 363
miles of terrain, which included differences of 570 feet
in elevation, along with rapids and other natural obsta-
cles. The problems had to be solved step by step, how
to navigate through forests and mountains, along with
raging rivers. It was a technological marvel at the time
and helped make Buffalo the third largest American city
at the turn of the 20th Century.

Monotheism similarly wasn’t created overnight. While
Abraham and Sarah received God’s call at the begin-
ning of this week’s Torah portion, Lech Lecha, the jour-
ney actually began at last week’s Torah portion with
Abraham’s father Terach leaving Mesopotamia. In this
early period, our ancestors worshiped one God, but did
not fully discount Gods of other nations. That would
take time, lots of it, maybe upwards of a thousand
years, until Roman times when monotheism was fully in
place.

We are in the shadow of millions of years of human in-
genuity, each generation expanding knowledge from
the last. When faced with an impossible task, the only
thing we can ever do is put one step in front of another
and another and another, until we reach where we were
hoping to go. This was the secret to the Erie Canal, as
well as Abraham and Sarah’s journey, and any of our
journeys today. May we continue to strive as individu-
als, as communities and as a world, never knowing ex-
actly where our paths will lead.
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CONGREGATION SHIR SHALOM

In Person Events & Virtual Services

Saturday November 1st

9:00 am Torah Study-offsite and via Zoom

11:00 am Shabbat Morning Service— Canterbury Woods

Sunday November 2nd

9:00 am B’COL Religious School
11:30 am B’COL Junior Choir

Monday November 3rd

Office Closed
9:30 am WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff
2:00 pm WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff

Tuesday November 4th

9:30 am WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff
2:00 pm WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff

Wednesday November 5th

9:30 am WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff

2:00 pm WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff

Thursday November 6th

9:30 am WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff
2:00 pm WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff
8:00 pm Talmud Study via Zoom

Friday November 7th

9:30 am WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff
2:00 pm WSS Rummage Sale Dropoff
7:00 pm Erev Shabbat Tots to Teens Family Service

8:00 pm Oneg Shabbat co sponsored by Larry and Gayle Kerman in honor of the
naming of their granddaughter, Hazel Schifferle, Pam & Dana DiBernardo in
honor of the naming of their grandsons, Murphy and Granger Kelly.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Thanksgiving Basket Project will return this year with a joint effort from Congre-
gation Shir Shalom, North Presbyterian Church, Williamsville East High School and
Temple Beth Zion to provide food to needy families in our community. Donations for
the Thanksgiving Baskets can be dropped off any time that the temple is open. For
questions, contact ccohan@buffalo.edu or 716.430.6029.

The B'COL Junior Choir led by Morah Zahava Fried and Cantor Arlene Frank will be on
most Sundays after Religious School at 11:30 am. Please RSVP using the Junior Choir
contact Form. Junior Choir performances will take place at both synagogues. There is
a session on Sunday, November 2, 2025.

The WSS Paid up Luncheon will be on Saturday November 1st at 12:30 pm. All wom-
en of Shir Shalom who have paid their Membership Dues by 11/1/25 are invited to a
special luncheon that will feature our guest speaker, Ronnie Dubrowin, gift vendors,
and door prizes. RSVP is now closed.

The WSS Rummage Sale returns on Sunday, November 9th starting at 9:00 am. No
Rummage will be accepted until Monday, November 3rd from 9:00 am to 11:30 am.
Admission is $1 If you would like to volunteer, please visit https://
signupschedule.com/shirshalomwss

The 50’s High School Dance and Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre will be on Satur-
day, November 15, 2025 at 6:00 pm. The Murder Mystery takes place in the 50’s so
please dress for the occasion. The cost is $45 per person and will include a dinner
buffet, wine, beer, soft drinks and an Ice Cream Bar sponsored by Cantor Frank.
Please RSVP to Joanne at joanne.marquisee@gmail.com by 11/3 at 5 pm or visit our
website to pay online.

Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ returns on Tuesday, November 18th from 4:00 pm until sold
out. Preorder online and save $1. See you in the drive thru line! Thank you to every-
one who supports this important fundraiser. This will be our last event until the
Spring.

Our Mission Statement, as a congregation, is to be a welcoming community
and to enhance all aspects of Jewish life.
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COMMITMENT STATEMENT
We, the Board of Trustees, pledge to unite and
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Prayer for those who lead our congregation

0 God, this congregation has honored us with the task of leading them,
and of serving You with them.
May we strive to be fit for this sacred task.
May we lead well and may we serve well.
May we hear the quiet as well as the active voices,
and may we heed the call and follow the paths of what we,
after honest searching, feel to be the right things to do.
May we listen to each other, and may we listen to You,
as all of us together make this synagogue a kehillah kedusha, a Holy place.

Congregation Shir Shalom is Affiliated with the Union for
Reform Judaism and Reconstructing Judaism.



